
 

 

Turtle Lake Township  

Vista Forest Road NW Special Road Hearing Minutes 

October 11, 2022 

 

 
Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Michelle Anderson.  Also in attendance are Vice Chair 

Tanja Bennett, Supervisors, Leigh Sovde, Kenneth McBride, Road Supervisor Kelly Booge and Clerk 

Lynn Johnson. Supervisor Jeremy Hoshaw was unable to attend. 

 

Public Attendees 

 

Warren Johnson, Keni Johnson, Dave Close, Sherrie Clapp, Joe Rucinski, Crystal Cleven, Mike 

Cleven, M C Morgan, Vivienne Morgan, Deb Hudak, Suzanne Thomas and Muffy Dickinson. 

 

Approve Agenda 

 

Motion to approve agenda made by Chair Anderson, second by Vice Chair Bennett. Motion carried  

4-0. 

 

Discuss Appraisals, determine damages 

 

Appraisals were given to the affected owners.  Chair Anderson asked if anyone had their own 

appraisals done and no one had.  The appraisals were reviewed by the Board.  The amounts for each of 

the four parcels determined by the appraiser for ROW acquisition are as follows: 

Parcel 1 Cleven $2,200.00 

Parcel 2 Dickinson $4,500.00 

Parcel 3 Morgan $2,200.00 

Parcel 4 Dickinson $300.00 

 

The town’s attorney advised that the steps the town needs to follow are to first establish the road as a 

town road, determine the amount of damages, and then direct attorney to prepare road order. 

 

Motion by Vice Chair Bennett to establish Vista Forest Road as a town road.  Second by Chair 

Anderson.  Discussion ensued.  Supervisor McBride expressed opposition to making this a town road 

until there is a clamoring to make it a town road.  Chair Anderson explained that the town is making a 

good faith effort to make the road safe and to follow the legal process.  Road Supervisor Booge said 

the road can’t be properly maintained to good safety as it is.  Chair Anderson called for the vote.  Chair 

Anderson, Vice Chair Bennett and Supervisor Sovde voted for and Supervisor McBride voted against.  

Motion carried 3-1.  

 

Motion by Vice Chair Bennett to approve the appraisal amounts as submitted by the appraiser.  Second 

by Chair Anderson.  Motion carried 3-1 with Chair Anderson, Vice Chair Bennett and Supervisor 

Sovde voted for and Supervisor McBride voted against.   

 

In addition to safety concerns, the property owners were reminded that the maintenance agreement the 

town has with the DNR expires on November 6, 2022. If this agreement is not renewed, the town will 

no longer maintain this portion of the road.  Joe Rucinski with the DNR explained the difference 



 

 

between DNR forest road and a town road maintenance.  The township has higher standards for 

maintaining roads than the state does for forest roads. He also stated that the DNR has and continues to 

support the town in this process. The current condition of the road is because the town has been 

maintaining it. The state blades their roads up to 4 times per year and have a limited budget.  They are 

very limited with what they can do.  They do not plow during winter months.  If the town discontinues 

maintenance and the road deteriorates, especially during spring break up, it could be gated to prevent 

further damage and residents would need a permit to access their property.       

 

 

Public Comments 

 

• A property owner said that the appraisal could not be finalized because she was unable to meet 

with the appraiser.  It was explained the appraiser was hired by the town and this is what will 

be used by the town.  Owners were previously directed to obtain their own appraisal if desired.  

This owner stated that the town would be responsible for the cost if they hired their own.   

• Several owners stated that they didn’t care about the money. 

• Question on how much gas tax money we lose because it isn’t a town road.  Chair Anderson 

spoke with the County and was told it was a complicated formula but it would be around 

$205.00 and would cover several gradings. 

• Question again on how many accidents have been on the road if this is a safety issue.   

• Question if the improvements the town wants to make could be done with less than a 66’ ROW.  

It was requested that the town ask an engineer if this was feasible.  Road Supervisor Booge will 

contact the town’s engineer for his opinion.   
 

 

Meeting Continuance 

 

Motion to continue the meeting on November 7, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall made by Chair 

Anderson, second by Vice Chair Bennett.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

Approval of these Minutes from the October 11, 2022 Vista Forest Road Hearing 

 

 

Approved_____________________________________ Date_________________ 

 

                _____________________________________ 

                 

                _____________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________ 

 


